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Aluminium Chair  

Design: Charles & Ray Eames, 1958  
 

The Aluminium Chair is one of the great furniture designs of the twentieth century. 

Charles and Ray Eames conceived and developed this chair in 1958 for the private 

residence of an art collector in Columbus, Indiana (USA). For the construction of this 

chair, the designers stretched a panel of fabric or leather between two aluminium side 

members to create a taut but elastic sling seat, giving the design its iconic silhouette. The 

Aluminium Group includes several different models of the design, which have been 

produced by Vitra for more than 50 years. 

 

The Aluminium Group from 1958 ideally exemplifies the design philosophy of Charles and Ray Eames: 

the intelligence of their structural solutions, their understanding of a material's possibilities, the 

adaptation of their designs to industrial conditions, and their ability to apply slight variations to a 

basic form and make it suitable for a range of different functions. 

 

The Aluminium Group includes several different models for use in homes, offices and public spaces: 

the Aluminium Chairs EA 101/103/104 serve as ideal dining chairs, while the Aluminium Chairs EA 

105/107/108 are primarily used for conference settings – however, all of these models can be used for 

either purpose. The Aluminium Chairs EA 115/116 and EA 124/125 form two groups of lounge chairs, 

and the Aluminium Chairs EA 117/119 are the task chairs in this large product family. Thanks to the 

wide variety of models and large selection of colours for fabric or leather upholstery, the perfect 

Aluminium Chair can be found for every environment. 

 

History of the Aluminium Chair 

In 1954, the American industrialist J. Irving Miller and his wife Xenia commissioned the architect Eero 

Saarinen to build a private residence for their family. The designer and interior architect Alexander 

Girard was responsible for outfitting the rooms of the home, right down to every detail of the 

furnishings. While visiting his friend Charles Eames in 1957, shortly before construction of the Miller 

House was completed, Girard complained that there were no suitable high-quality outdoor 

furnishings on the market that could be used for the terraces around the modernist structure. 

 

In response to Girard's problem, Charles and his wife Ray Eames began to develop a range of chairs 

to meet these requirements. As Charles remarked later on: 'You start on a close human scale. Here is 

a friend who has done something. He needs something for it and you become involved. As we were 

trying to analyse the reasons why there was nothing available on the market to suit him, why we were 

of course starting to write a program for designing the object to fill this void. That's how it started.' 

 

This point of departure for the development of the Eames Aluminium Group is an essential aspect of 

its design: since the chairs were intended for both indoor and outdoor use, the Eames searched for 

suitable materials. This led them to aluminium, which is not only water-resistant but also lightweight 

and capable of being cast into free-form sculptural shapes. Exploiting these advantages, they came 
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up with an ingenious structural idea: a textile membrane stretched tautly between two elegantly 

curved aluminium side members to form a sling-style seat. 

 

The design was enthusiastically received by both critics and the public, leading to an entire range of 

models constituting the Eames Aluminium Group. Vitra launched the Aluminium Group on the 

European market in 1959, one year after the Miller family had obtained the chairs for their home. 

Although the Millers always kept their own Aluminium Chairs on their garden terraces, this iconic 

seating furniture eventually found use exclusively inside apartments, homes and offices, where it 

became a mark of distinction over the ensuing decades. 

 

Producing the Aluminium Chair 

Today Vitra uses virtually the same manufacturing and assembly process that was originally 

developed by the Eames Office to produce these chairs – with the exception of a few improvements 

adapting it to today’s technical specifications. On average it takes six highly trained and experienced 

Vitra employees a total of 40 minutes to assemble an Eames Aluminium Chair. Visitors to the Vitra 

Campus in Weil am Rhein, near Basel, can personally observe the final steps of the assembly process 

during production tours organised by the Vitra Design Museum. 

 

Charles Eames once said: 'I think of our work as essentially that of tradesmen – the tools we use are 

often connected with the arts but we use them to solve problems which are assigned or we discern.' 

Vitra is committed to upholding this approach and regards the Eames Aluminium Chairs not just as a 

classic design, but as an entire design concept for industrial manufacturing with elements of hand 

craftsmanship. Only in this way can the quality be achieved that allows Vitra to offer a 30-year 

guarantee on all of the chair models in the Aluminium Group. 

 

Charles & Ray Eames 

Charles (1907–1978) and Ray (1912–1988) Eames are counted among the most important figures in 

twentieth-century design. Their extensive and multi-faceted oeuvre is the result of an extraordinarily 

fruitful collaboration. During the four decades of their work together, they not only created many 

pioneering furniture designs but also important buildings, exhibitions, films, graphics and a vast 

number of photographs. The combined quality and diversity of their work forms the foundation of their 

unique historical significance. They have profoundly shaped our understanding of design and the role 

and conception of the designer. 

 

Vitra & Eames 

Vitra has produced furniture designs by Charles and Ray Eames since 1957. The Lounge Chair has 

been manufactured by Vitra without interruption from 1959 up to the present day. The close 

relationship between Charles and Ray Eames and Vitra has had a lasting influence on the company's 

aims and design philosophy. Today the Eames family and Vitra work together to preserve the legacy 

of Charles and Ray Eames by continuing to implement their goals and ideals. This ensures that every 

piece gives its user the exact design experience originally intended by Charles and Ray Eames. 
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Vitra is the sole authorised manufacturer of furniture designs by Charles and Ray Eames for markets in 

Europe and the Middle East. 

 

 

www.vitra.com 

 
 


