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Eames Plastic Chairs  

Design: Charles & Ray Eames, 1950 
 

The Eames Plastic Chairs, created by Charles and Ray Eames in 1948 for a 

competition at the New York Museum of Modern Art, are among the most 

important furniture designs of the twentieth century. These iconic pieces were the 

very first plastic chairs to be produced with industrial methods, and the myriad 

combinations of shells and bases continue to offer ideal solutions for a broad 

range of seating requirements. 

From the start of their joint career, Charles and Ray Eames were fascinated by the idea of a one-

piece seat shell moulded to fit the contours of the human body. After experiments in the 1940s with 

plywood and sheet aluminium produced unsatisfactory results, their search for alternative materials 

led them to glass-fibre reinforced polyester resin. The Eameses recognised and fully exploited the 

advantages of the material: mouldability, rigidity, pleasant tactile qualities, suitability for industrial 

manufacturing methods. With this material, which was previously unknown in the furniture industry, 

they successfully refined the shells for serial production. Following their debut at the ‘Low-Cost 

Furniture Design’ competition organised by the Museum of Modern Art in 1948, the Plastic Armchair 

(A-shell) and Plastic Side Chair (S-shell) were launched on the market in 1950 as the first mass-

produced plastic chairs in the history of furniture. 

 ‘Getting the most of the best to the greatest number of people for the least.’ 

This is how Charles and Ray Eames described one of their main goals as furniture designers – and 

none of their other designs came as close to achieving this ideal as the Eames Plastic Chairs. 

Furthermore, these pieces introduced a new type of seating furniture that has since become 

widespread: the multifunctional chair whose shell can be joined with a variety of bases to serve 

different purposes.  

Today Vitra manufactures the seat shells of the Plastic Side Chairs and Plastic Armchairs in 

polypropylene, offering a multitude of bases, shell colours and upholstery options that yield a total of 

100,000 possible combinations. This makes the Eames Plastic Chair an ideal seating solution in the 

widest variety of settings – from dining rooms, living rooms and home offices to office workspaces and 

conference rooms, from restaurants and waiting areas to auditoriums, terraces or gardens. At 

vitra.com/eames-plastic-chair, users can discover the world of the Eames Plastic Chair and use the 

configurator to create their own individual model.  
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Charles & Ray Eames 

Charles (1907–1978) and Ray (1912–1988) Eames are regarded as two of the most influential figures in 

twentieth-century design. Their extensive and multifaceted oeuvre is the result of an extraordinarily 

fruitful collaboration. During the four decades of their work together, they not only created many 

pioneering furniture designs but also important buildings, exhibitions, films, graphics and a vast 

number of photographs. The combined quality and diversity of their work forms the foundation of their 

unique historical significance. They have profoundly shaped our understanding of design and the role 

and capacity of the designer.  

 

Vitra & Eames 

The close relationship between Charles and Ray Eames and Vitra has had a lasting influence on the 

company’s aims and design philosophy. Today the Eames family and Vitra work together to preserve 

the legacy of Charles and Ray Eames by continuing to implement their goals and ideals. This ensures 

that every Eames product gives its user the exact design experience originally intended by Charles 

and Ray Eames. 

Vitra is the sole authorised manufacturer of furniture designs by Charles and Ray Eames for markets in 

Europe and the Middle East. 
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