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Lounge Chair & Ottoman  

Design: Charles & Ray Eames, 1956 

 

The Eames Lounge Chair is one of the great modern furniture classics and the most 

famous piece by the American designer couple Charles and Ray Eames. The Eames 

conceived the Eames Lounge Chair in the 1950s with the aim of creating an elegant 

armchair that offered ultimate comfort. Vitra has produced the Lounge Chair ever since, 

using virtually the same manufacturing techniques even today. 

 

'Why don't we make an updated version of the old English club chair?' With this comment, Charles 

Eames initiated the development of the Lounge Chair, a process that took several years. To convey 

the basic idea to Ray, he laid one hand in the other without saying a word. He envisioned a 

comfortable armchair consisting of organically shaped shells holding inviting cushions that would 

allow the sitter to sink deeply into the upholstery. To illustrate this idea, Charles Eames summoned an 

image from the world of sports: the cushions of the Lounge Chair should have the 'warm receptive 

look of a well-used first baseman's mitt'. The resulting design satisfied the desire for an amply 

proportioned chair that combined ultimate comfort with the highest quality materials and 

craftsmanship. 

 

'One could describe Design as a plan for arranging elements to accomplish a particular purpose.' 

This is how the Eames once described their understanding of design. The Lounge Chair is a prime 

example of this philosophy: its complex structure is carefully composed right down to the smallest 

detail, and it still takes 47 production steps – most of which involve elaborate craftsmanship – to 

complete one chair, just like the first models 50 years ago. 

 

Collaboration between Vitra and Charles and Ray Eames began in 1957, one year after the Lounge 

Chair went into serial production, and Vitra has manufactured the Lounge Chair for Europe and the 

Middle East since 1959. Charles and Ray Eames redesigned the original chair base for the production 

launch at Vitra, giving it a more balanced shape, which is what still distinguishes it today from the 

Lounge Chair manufactured in the USA. Over a period of five decades, Vitra has produced the 

Lounge Chair in Weil am Rhein with the same methods. The Swiss furniture manufacturer offers the 

armchair in different versions: it can be configured with various types of leather upholstery, wooden 

shells and bases, or alternatively in an all-white or all-black version with corresponding details. 

 

Even classics that have been on the market for decades need to be further developed and updated. 

That was a belief embraced by Charles and Ray Eames themselves, who created various versions of 

the Lounge Chair over the years. Vitra continues this tradition in the spirit of the designers. The Lounge 

Chair is, therefore, now also available in new dimensions, in addition to the standard version. Since 

the Lounge Chair first went into production, average human height has increased worldwide by 

nearly 10 cm. In close coordination with the Eames Office, Vitra developed the new larger version so 

that taller people, too, can enjoy the same exceptional comfort that Charles and Ray Eames intended 

with their original 1956 design. 
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With its functional perfection and careful construction, timeless materials and balanced proportions, 

the Lounge Chair has established itself over its sixty-year history as one of the most significant classics 

– as a product from another era that remains as relevant as ever. 

 

Charles & Ray Eames 

Charles (1907–1978) and Ray (1912–1988) Eames are counted among the most important figures in 

twentieth-century design. Their extensive and multi-faceted oeuvre is the result of an extraordinarily 

fruitful collaboration. During the four decades of their work together, they not only created many 

pioneering furniture designs but also important buildings, exhibitions, films, graphics and a vast 

number of photographs. The combined quality and diversity of their work forms the foundation of their 

unique historical significance. They have profoundly shaped our understanding of design and the role 

and conception of the designer. 

 

Vitra & Eames 

Vitra has produced furniture designs by Charles and Ray Eames since 1957. The Lounge Chair has 

been manufactured by Vitra without interruption from 1959 up to the present day. The close 

relationship between Charles and Ray Eames and Vitra has had a lasting influence on the company's 

aims and design philosophy. Today the Eames family and Vitra work together to preserve the legacy 

of Charles and Ray Eames by continuing to implement their goals and ideals. This ensures that every 

piece gives its user the exact design experience originally intended by Charles and Ray Eames. 

 

Vitra is the sole authorised manufacturer of furniture designs by Charles and Ray Eames for markets in 

Europe and the Middle East. 
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